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There is a rule that ה ה ֹלא ּדֹוֶחה ֲעש ֵֹ ַתֲעש ֶ , a positive commandment pushes aside a negative 

commandment. This means, if a positive commandment ( ה ִמְצַות ֲעש ֵֹ ) can be done only by doing a 

negative commandment ( ה ֹלא ִמְצַות ַתֲעש ֶֹ ) at the same time, we perform the positive commandment. 

For example, there is a positive commandment for men to wear ִציִצית (fringes) while wearing a 

four-cornered garment. There is also a negative commandment to not wear ַשַעְטנֵֹז, a garment 

made of wool and linen. What happens if one has ִציִצית made out of ַשַעְטנֵֹז? May one perform the 

positive commandment of wearing fringes even though at the same time he is performing a 

negative commandment of wearing a wool/linen mixture? 

The answer is, yes. The positive commandment to wear ִציִצית pushes aside the negative 

commandment against wearing ַשַעְטנֵֹז. 

What is the source that a positive commandment pushes aside a negative commandment? 

The Torah commands us, " ַשַעְטנֵֹז ִתְלַבש ֹלא " "you shall not wear a mixture of wool and linen." Right 

after telling us this negative commandment, the Torah says, " ה ְגִדִלים ְכסּוְתָך ַכְנפו ת ַאְרַבע ַעל לְָּך ַתֲעשֶֹ " "    

you shall wear fringes on the four corners of your garment" (see יב-דברים כב,יא , Deut. 22, 11-

12). This is as if to say we may not wear ַשַעְטנֵֹז, unless we are performing the commandment of 

 .ִציִצית

And just as one may wear ִציִצית made of ַשַעְטנֵֹז, so too any positive commandment pushes aside 

a negative one. 



 

"Aryeh, could you help me bring out the chairs to the סּוָּכה?" asked Aryeh's 
mother. "It would be a big ִמְצָוה to help out your mother!" 

"That's right, Aryeh. If you don't help your parents, Hashem punishes you 
with all sorts of bad things, so you better smarten up and help out!" said 
Shmuely to his now terrified younger brother. 

"Shmuely, terrifying your brother is no way to encourage him to do the right 
thing," said the boys' mother. The reason why a positive commandment 
pushes aside a negative one is because positive commandments represent 
serving Hashem out of love and negative commandments represent serving 
Hashem out of fear. Serving Hashem out of love is better than serving Him 
out of fear. There's an important lesson here. If you want to get someone to 
help you or do something for you, don't scare them with threats into doing it. 
Get them to help out of love." 

 (רמב"ן שמות כ,ח)

Lev. 19,19). That means even 

draping ְטֵנז עַׁ  over oneself to שַׁ

provide comfort (for example, 

draping oneself in a ְטֵנז עַׁ  (blanket שַׁ

is not allowed. 

The Torah commands us, " ש ֹלא ְטֵנז ִתְלבַׁ עַׁ  ֶצֶמר שַׁ
ְחָדו ּוִפְשִתים יַׁ " "do not wear a garment of wool with 

linen together" (דברים כב,יא, Deut. 22,11) But what 

does "wearing" mean? 

The ְּגָמָרא explains that garment sellers who wear 

samples of their clothing to display to buyers may 

wear clothes made of ְטֵנז עַׁ   That's because .שַׁ

wearing clothes in order to display them is  

not really wearing the clothes. Only wearing clothes 

to provide warmth to the wearer is called "wearing" 

and is forbidden. 

If the Torah had commanded us only against 

wearing ְטֵנז עַׁ  we would have thought that one is ,שַׁ

not allowed only to wear clothing made of ְטֵנז עַׁ  שַׁ

since the word "ש  wear" means putting on" "ִתְלבַׁ

clothing. 

But the Torah also commands us that ְטֵנז עַׁ " שַׁ  ֹלא

ֲעֶלה ָעֶליָך יַׁ " "shall not come upon you" (ויקרא יט,יט, 
Lev. 19,19). That means even draping ְטֵנז עַׁ  over שַׁ

oneself to provide comfort (for example, draping 

oneself in a ְטֵנז עַׁ  .blanket) is not allowed שַׁ
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דדף  יבמות  

     
  

Garment sellers may 
wear samples of their 

clothing made of ְטֵנז עַׁ  .שַׁ

Review Questions – ף  יְָבמֹות ד'דַּ  
 

1. What does ה ה ֹלא דֹוֶחה ֲעש ֵ ֲעש ֶ תַׁ  mean? 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Give an example when e is allowed to put on ְטֵנז עַׁ  ?clothing שַׁ

______________________________________________________ 

3. Whose clothing was made of a blend of wool and linen fibers? 

______________________________________________________ 

How many pairs of ִציִצית are in this picture? 
a) 51 
b) 72 
c) 67 
d) 46 


