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In a time of drought, the community undergoes three sets of 
fasts. The first two sets have 3 fasts each and the last set has 7 
fasts. Today we discuss what was done during the last 7 fasts. 
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On the seven final fast days, the prayer leader adds an extra six blessings to the ֵרה   ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעש ְ

prayer (see pg. 51). 

In these six blessings, we ask Hashem to answer our prayers the way He answered the prayers 

of our ancestors in their times of need. The prayer leader mentions seven cases of Hashem 

answering our ancestors. (In addition to the six cases mentioned below, Hashem also 

answered kings ִוד  when they prayed for an end to famine and (Solomon)  ְׁשֹלמ ה and (David)  דָּ

when the first Temple was dedicated. 

Hashem who answered ַאְבָרָהם (Abraham) on 
Mt. Moriah, sparing יְִצָחק (Isaac) from being 
slaughtered 

The prophet ְׁשמּוֵאל  (Samuel) was answered at 
 where he prayed to Hashem to save ִמְצָּפה
Israel from the attacking Philistines 

Hashem answered the prophet ֵאִלּיָהּו (Elijah) 
when he prayed on Mt. Carmel for fire to 
come down from heaven and consume a 
sacrifice 

Hashem answered יֹונָה (Jonah), rescuing him 
after he was swallowed by the great fish 

Hashem answered our ancestors at the סּוף יַם  
(Sea of Reeds) by splitting it and redeeming 
the Israelites 

Hashem answered  ַיְהֹוֻׁשע (Joshua) when he 
was camped in Gilgal and collapsed the walls 
of the city of Jericho 

The boys couldn't stop laughing. Their classmate, Benny 
had always been much smaller than the rest of the class, so 
it looked really funny whenever he tried to reach 
something on a high shelf. Especially on a  day like today 
when he had to stand on a chair and stand on his tip-toes 
to reach something all the other boys could without even 
trying. 

But when Benny feel flat on his face, the boys couldn't 
control their laughter. 

"Hey, Benny," laughed one of his classmates, "having a 
little problem?" 

"Looks like you came out short," laughed another. 

"Very funny!" cried Benny. "Don't you know I don't like it 
when you make fun of my height?" 

"But you always make fun of yourself for being small, so 
why can't we?" 

"The א רָּ  says that one who is embarrassed by his own ְּגמָּ
hand is a lot easier to take than being embarrassed by 
someone else," said Benny. "Just because someone 
humiliates himself, it doesn’t give others a right to 
humiliate him." 

Find The Differences 
Find 10 differences between the two pictures. 

 

Review Questions – ו ַּתֲעִנית ַדף ט"  
 

1. On the final seven public fast days, what do we bring into the 

street? 

____________________________________________________ 

2. Name two ancestors whose prayers Hashem answered. 

____________________________________________________ 

3. In the Next World, who will merit light and who will merit 

happiness? 

____________________________________________________
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