
 

Eitan had never seen his little sister, 
Hanna pray so hard. When she was 
finished, he asked her what she was 
praying for. 

"I saw this huge, most beautiful doll house 
at the store today," she explained. "I was 
praying for it." 

"It's great to ask Hashem for what you 
want," said Eitan. "But the ְּגָמָרא says that 
serving Hashem with your heart is done 
through prayer. But you have to make 
sure your heart is asking for things in 
order to serve Hashem properly. For 
example, if you are praying for money, 
you should pray for money in order to 
spend it doing Hashem's will. If you ask 
for health, pray for health so that you 
may contribute positively to the world 
and do good." 

"I see what you mean," said Uri. "Maybe 
asking for a big doll house isn't the best 
thing to ask for." 

 (תפארת שלמה, ויקרא)
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Rain. It can be a blessing or a curse. In a drought, 

nothing is more welcome that a nourishing shower 

from above. But when you want to enjoy a sunny day, 

a storm can be most inconvenient.  

In any event, rainfall shows Hashem's might. During 

the rainy season, we mention rain in the ֲעִמיָדה prayer 

of "ְּגבּורֹות" that talks about Hashem's might. We say 

the words, " ַהֶּגֶׁשם מֹוִריד " ("He brings down the rain"). 

The first  ָהִמְׁשנ  in Tractate ַּתֲעִנית asks when we should 

start saying these words. ַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעֶזר says we mention 

Hashem's rain-giving power from the first day of the 

 we סּוּכֹות festival. On the first day of (Booths) סּוּכֹות

take the Four Species. Just like the Four Species 

cannot grow without water, so too it is impossible for 

the world to exist without water. Therefore, we 

mention Hashem's rain-giving power on the first day 

of סּוּכֹות. 

 disagrees and says we begin to mention rain ַרִּבי ְיהֹוֻׁשעַ 

the day after the סּוּכֹות festival is over, on the festival 

of ְׁשִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת. Why? Because on the סּוּכֹות festival, 

we are commanded to dwell in an outdoor booth 

called a סּוָּכה. If it rains during this festival we do not 

sit in a סּוָּכה. This means rainfall during the סּוּכֹות 

festival is a curse! So we don’t mention rain at that 

time. 
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בדף  תענית  

     
 

 tells us of three keys which Hashem has which were never ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן

given together to an agent. This means Hashem directly provides the 

blessings of the keys and does not allow a messenger to provide them: 

 

Review Questions – 

ַדף ב'  ַּתֲעִנית  
 

1. In which ֲעִמיָדה prayer do we 

mention rain? 

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

2. Which keys were never given 

together to an agent? 

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

3. What do we mention in the ֲעִמיָדה 

prayer that may happen any day? 

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

 

Match the shadows to the 

images in the picture. MATCH 

1 
The Key of Rain. 

Hashem personally 

provides rain, not 

through a messen-

ger 

2 
The Key for 

Childbirth. Hashem 

Himself grants 

children, as we see 

that He personally 

"opens wombs" 

3 
The Key for the 

Resurrection of the 

Dead. Hashem will 

bring the dead back 

to life and will not 

entrust this feat to a 

messenger 

4 The Key of 

Sustenance. Hashem 

provides a livelihood 

for all 

In the Land 

of Israel 

they say… 


