beautiful tree” (n,50 83", Lev. 23,40). How
do we know that these words mean an »1nx?

The words "\y »19" can also mean "tree-fruit" meaning,
the tree tastes like fruit. An »inx comes from a tree that
tastes like its fruit.

»27 says the word "~7n", "beautiful” is similar to the word
"y1n", "the barn”, meaning the fruit's tree must be like a
barn. Just like a barn houses young animals along with the
older ones, so too the tree must bear new fruit while older
fruit is still there. An »nx can be left to grow on a tree for
years so that fruits in their second year of growth are still on
the tree when the new ones sprout.

aN »27 says the word 470" (beautiful) is similar to the
rd "5710", meaning “that dwells." The fruit we use must
ne that "dwells"” on a tree from year to year. This is the

j2 says the word "47n" (beautiful) sounds like the
eek, "y N", meaning, "water." This means the
uit must come from a tree that relies on
irrigation and rainfall. This is an s nx.

Bobby was elated after his bar
mitzvah. All the money he
received as gifts had been put
in his bank account as was
really adding up. He couldn't
help but share his excitement
during recess with his friend,
Yissachar.

"...And I'm going to buy a new
basketball net, and a full set of
baseball cards, and I'll still have
a lot of money left over for
other things..."

Just then Bobby and Yissachar's
teacher, Rabbi Citron, came to
wish Bobby mazel tov.

"Mazel Tov Bobby," said Rabbi
Citron, "l hope you continue to
grow in all the ways of the
Torah."

"Thanks, rabbi," said Bobby.
"That's really what | care about
most. All the money and stuff
doesn't really matter," Bobby
concluded self-satisfied that he
had said "the right thing."

"Very true, Bobby," Rabbi
Citron agreed. "You know, the
sages say an YiInx represents
the heart. Also, the »ynx fruit
tastes the same as the tree that
it grows on. This teaches that
our heart should be the same
as our actions and words. We
shouldn't be insincere with our
words. You shouldn't talk
about how having the best toys
isn't important but then do
everything you can to make
sure you have the best toys and
things."

(0»n Npn)
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The N1y teaches us about some marks that make an
»7nx not valid. One of these marks is a m 130, or
"wart". If this blemish appears in an area of the »nnx
known as the ovin, or "nose™ the »nx is 909 (not
valid). The ovin is toward the top of »nx where it
begins to slope upwards.

A min can disqualify an »innx even if it is not in the
DVIN area. XTON 27 quotes his teacher 17 as saying that
If 130 warts appear on two or three parts of the »anx,
the »9mx may not be used.

A well-known »9nx blemish is a missing ov»9, the
stem at the top of the »vnx. (apy> 1 owa »7wA)

If the outer glossy peel of the »~nx has been skinned

off completely, causing the 7 to turn red, the »vny

Is qwo (valid). If the peel has been removed in a few

places but not all over the »-nx, this may cause the
»nn to turn red where the peel had been. The »nnx
will then appear to be spotted like a leopard (*vm1n")
which makes it invalid. 4

Did You Know...

i > 7 NN OE ) i
Accordlng t.o PaN 1?_1 NN 27, an NN (citron) that cannot bg eaten i (spotted”)
because it is not 7¥3 cannot be used as part of the four species.

Review Questions —n"'7 9T n210

1. What 3 words does the Torah use to describe an X nN?

2. Give an example of a blemish that makes an XD not
valid for use.

3. According to y2ax 92 X0 >27, what sort of J19nx may not
be used?




