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On  ַהּמֹוֵעדחֹול , one is allowed 

to buy merchandise if it is for 

" ַהּמֹוֵעד ְךר  צו   ," "the needs of the 

Festival." But it is not enough 

for the buyer alone to know 

that he is buying for the needs 

of the Festival, it has to look 

like the buyer is purchasing 

goods only for the needs of the 

Festival. 

For this reason, sellers of fruit, 

clothing and utensils may sell 

their goods only in private. If 

they sold these things in 

public, onlookers may think 

that people are buying them to 

use after חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד since fruits, 

clothing and utensils last a 

long time. 

On the other hand, הּוָנא ַרב  

allowed spice merchants to sell 

their goods in the public 

marketplace on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד. This 

is because spices are usually 

bought in small amounts and 

do not keep for a long time. 

Therefore, onlookers will not 

think that the buyer is planning 

to use the spices after  חֹול

 .ַהּמֹוֵעד

In the days of the Talmud 

many shops had two doors. A 

אְּבַרְיתָ   teaches that shops that 

they sold these things in public, onlookers 

may think that people are buying them to use 

after חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד since fruits, clothing and 

utensils last a long time. 

On the other hand, הּוָנא ַרב  allowed spice 

merchants to sell their goods in the public 

marketplace on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד. This is because 

spices are usually bought in small amounts 

and do not keep for a long time. Therefore, 

onlookers will not think that the buyer is 

planning to use the spices after חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד. 

In the days of the Talmud many shops had 

two doors. A  ָאְּבַרְית  teaches that shops that 

open into a public area should keep one door 

open and one door closed on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד to 

show that this is not a normal business day.
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A spice merchant may sell on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד but should 

open only one door of his store. This shows people 

that this day is not a regular business day. 

Mr. Reinstein was having a tough break. He had just lost 
his job as a construction worker and had fallen on hard 
times. 

Rabbi Bukerman went up to him one morning and said 
he was looking for someone to build a set of inset 
bookshelves in his house. Mr. Reinstein happily agreed. 

"But Abba," the rabbi's son said, "we already have 
bookshelves! Why do we need ones that are built into 
the wall?" 

"We don't," said the rabbi. "But they will be a nice 
addition. The ְּגָמָרא says that on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד, when work is 
normally not allowed, we can give work to the needy, 
even work the customer doesn't need, so they can buy 
their Festival needs. All the more so during the rest of 
the year we should look for opportunities to give work 
for people in need." 



  We have learned (pg.47) that buying and  

  selling is allowed on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד for  

           "Festival needs." What if  

someone does not have    

       proper food for the  

       Festival? Can som-   

         eone buy from    

         him, for example,   

        a home or animals  

        so that he may use  

       the money to buy  

      his Festival needs?   

  The ִמְׁשָנה rules that 

one may buy items  

from the seller even if the items will not be used on the Festival. 

One may even hire a person to do something useless just to be able to give him money for his 

Festival needs. For example, on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד one may hire a scribe who does not have enough 

money for his Festival needs to write an unneeded document just as an excuse to pay him for 

his services. 

Loan documents may not be written on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד, but if a lender will lend money to someone 

who needs money for Festival needs and he will lend the money only with a loan document 

in place, the document may be written on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד.  
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יג  דף מועד קטן  

     
 

May one hire a poor worker to do unnecessary work on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד? 

Circle what may be sold 

publicly on חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד 

Review Questions – י"גַדף  ָקָטן מֹוֵעד  
 

1. Give an example of something that may not be sold publicly  on 

 .חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד

______________________________________________________ 

2. When may one buy an unnecessary item from a seller on  חֹול
 ?ַהּמֹוֵעד

______________________________________________________ 

3. Besides חֹול ַהּמֹוֵעד, what is another time that one may not perform 

regular work? 

______________________________________________________ 


