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Burdensome activities are not allowed on 

 ,We call these activities .חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד

 Let's say .(extra labor) "טִירְחָא יְתֵירָה"

you have two garden beds, one on a high 

level and one on a low one. בֶּן שִׁמְעוֹן רַבִּי 

 says, you would not be allowed to מְנַסְיָא

draw water from the lower level and 

bring it up to the high level because this 

is טִירְחָא יְתֵירָה, a burdensome activity. 

Sometimes, even an activity that isn't 

burdensome is not allowed on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד 

unless it is done for חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד or Festival 

use. For example, a בְּרַיְתָא teaches that 

on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד one may draw water in a 

way that isn't burdensome to water 

vegetables to eat on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד, or on a 

Festival. One may not water vegetables 

on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד, even in a way that is not 

burdensome, if one wants to grow them 

or improve them for picking after  חוֹל

 .is over הַמּוֹעֵד

Once on רָבִינָא ,חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד and  רַבָּה

 were walking when they saw a תּוֹסְפָאָה

man who was drawing water with a pail 

and watering a vegetable patch. 

"That man should be excommunicated!" 

exclaimed רַבָּה תּוֹסְפָאָה who thought the 

man was doing something that was not 

allowed. 

 that בְּרַיְתָא the רַבָּה תּוֹסְפָאָה taught רָבִינָא

says one may draw water for vegetables 

in order to eat them on הַמּוֹעֵד חוֹל . 

and watering a vegetable patch. 

"That man should be excommunicated!" 

exclaimed רַבָּה תּוֹסְפָאָה who thought the 

man was doing something that was not 

allowed. 

 that בְּרַיְתָא the רַבָּה תּוֹסְפָאָה taught רָבִינָא

says one may draw water for vegetables 

in order to eat them on הַמּוֹעֵד חוֹל . 

Perhaps the man was planning to eat the 

produce on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד and was doing 

nothing wrong! 



 
On חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד, one is allowed to clear out a 

water source that is  

blocked. This is a  

public need  

( רַבִּים צָרְכֵי ) and so  

it may be tended to  

on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד. 

  allowed the אַבַּיֵי

people in the area of  

ךְהַמְדָּ  בַּר  to clear out a  

river into which dirt and  

pebbles had fallen (some say they wanted to 

clear out branches of trees that were growing 

in it). Similarly, יִרְמְיָה רַבִּי  allowed the people 

of סְכַוְתָּא to dig away at a part of a river that 

was clogged.  

מְחַסְיָא מָתָא allowed the people of רַב אַשִּׁי  to 

clear away a sandbank that was in the middle 

of the בּוּרְנִיץ river (some say he allowed them 

to widen a hole in the sandbank to let the 

water flow through better.) 

"Since the public drinks from the river," said 

 it is a public need to clear it and one" ,רַב אַשִּׁי

may work for a public need on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד." 

 

"I can't believe Dr. Epstenbaum leaves the prayer service early every 
day," said Uri. "It's so disrespectful." 

"Maybe he's on call at the hospital," suggested Uri's little brother, "and 
needs to leave right away to help patients. In that case, it's a מִצְוָה for 
him to leave early." 

"That's true," agreed Uri's father. "Don't jump to conclusions that he is 
doing something wrong. In daf yomi we learn that רָבִינָא defended a 
man who was watering his vegetable garden on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד. Watering 
vegetables to eat after חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד is not allowed, but perhaps, suggested 
 .itself חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד the man planned to eat the vegetables on ,רָבִינָא
Watering vegetables in such a case is allowed. We learn that when we 
see someone doing something that could be interpreted as good or bad, 
we should interpret it in the person's favor." 
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מְחַסְיָא מָתָא allowed the people of רַב אַשִּׁי  to   

clear away a  

sandbank that was  

in the middle of  

the בּוּרְנִיץ river  

(some say he  

  allowed them to  

   widen a hole in  

   the sandbank to  

 let the water flow  

through better.) 

"Since the public drinks from the river," 

said רַב אַשִּׁי, "it is a public need to clear it 

and one may work for a public need on  חוֹל

 ".הַמּוֹעֵד

 

Find 'em! 

 Fork 

 Crown 

 Snake 

 

 Spoon 

 Saw 

 Paper clip 
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 Shoe 

 

 

We may clean out junk from a river on חוֹל 

 Clean these things from the river .הַמּוֹעֵד

Review Questions – ף  קָטָן מוֹעֵד   ד'דַּ
 

1. When may one water vegetables on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד? 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Why did אַבַּיֵי allow a sandbank to be cleared from the middle of 

the river on חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד? 

______________________________________________________ 

3. When may reaping be done on the Sabbath? 

______________________________________________________ 


