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: Teetotum 79 Dreidel 79y ,7219p" .4
The dreidel is a Jewish variant on the teetotum, a gambling toy found in many European cultures.
The game... is a Judaized version of a Germanic teetotum, whose rules were: N = Nichts = nothing; G = Ganz =
all; H = Halb = half; and S = Stell ein = put in.
A teetotum (or T-totum) is a form of gambling game that is known across Europe from Roman times. It has a
polygonal body, originally four-sided, marked with letters or numbers, which indicate the result of each spin.
The name originates from Latin Totum meaning 'all' which was marked by a T on one of the four sides and
indicated that the winning player could take all the played tokens. In its earliest form the body was square (in
some cases via a stick through a regular six-sided die), marked on the four sides by the letters A (Lat. aufer,
take) indicating that the player takes one from the pool, D (Lat. depone, put down) when a fine has to be
paid, N (Lat. nihil, nothing), and T (Lat. totum, all), when the whole pool is to be taken. Other accounts give
such letters as P, N, D (dimidium, half), and H or T, or other combinations.
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