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On Festivals, we are not allowed to do anything that looks like a business activity we
would do during the week. These business-like activities are called "עוּבדָ א ְדּחוֹל
ְ "
(weekday activity).
For example,  ָרבָ אsays that if you borrow food from your neighbor on a Festival, you
may not tell him, "give me such-and-such a measure of food," because asking for a
certain measure of food is something customers do when they buy food. Rather, the
person borrowing the food should give his neighbor a cup and say, "please fill this
cup for me," without naming the measurement.
The  ִמ ְשׁנָהtells us about other activities that should not be done on a Festival in the
same way they are done during the week.
For example, if one needs to bring pitchers of wine
from one place to another, he may not carry them in
a box because this is too close to the weekday
activity of carrying large burdens. Instead, he should
carry a few pitchers at a time on his shoulder. By
doing this it is clear he doesn't want to carry a large
burden, but wants the wine for the Festival.
Also, if one is carrying straw (for animal food or
fuel) he should not sling it over his shoulder to carry
it. That would be insulting to the holiness of the
Festival day because it looks like he is preparing to
carry the straw for a far distance or to do a lot of
work. Rather, he should carry the straw in his hands.
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Have you ever poured yourself a glass of soda? You probably
noticed that foam appears at the top of the glass you poured the
soda into. You also probably noticed that after a while, the foam
disappears making the glass look less full.
This also happens with wine. It was a problem אַ בָּ א ָשׁאוּל בֶּ ן בָּ ְטנִ ית
knew well.
 אַ בָּ א ָשׁאוּל בֶּ ן בָּ ְטנִ יתwas a wine merchant who would pour wine
from his large barrels into smaller pitchers of wine to sell. The
problem was, the smaller pitchers looked full after he poured the
wine into them, but then the foam dissolved
leaving the pitchers slightly empty. This meant
"Uh-oh," said Elijah. As student council treasurer he
had just checked the money box. Not a penny was
that even after all the small pitchers had been
missing. In fact, it was just the opposite problem.
filled to the top,  אַ בָּ א ָשׁאוּל בֶּ ן בָּ ְטנִ יתstill had
There was too much money in the box.
wine leftover in his large barrels. In fact, he had
All of student council's money came from snacks they
sold at recess. When all the snacks were sold, there
300 barrels of wine leftover!

Elijah told his problem to his teacher.
"That's an interesting problem," his teacher
sympathized. "The  גְּ מָ ָראsays, if someone stole but
does not know from whom he stole, the funds should
be used for public needs. Now I know you didn't
'steal' this money; it was an accident. But you still owe
it back."

 אַ בָּ א ָשׁאוּל בֶּ ן בָּ ְטנִ יתwanted to know what to do
with his leftover wine.
He was told to sell the wine and use the money
for the community's needs.  ַרב ִח ְס ָדּאexplains
that community needs include maintaining
water reservoirs in pits, cisterns and caves.

"I can donate the money to get a new basketball for
the gym!" Elijah said. "That's something everyone can
benefit from and besides, the gym has needed a new
ball for a long time. Thanks for the advice!"

Review Questions –

W RD

would be $120 in the money box. Elijah found $150.
That means some people had paid too much money
for the treats! But who? It would be impossible to find
the people who were owed their money back…

CROSS

בֵּ יצָה ַּדף כ"ט

1. Define: ?עוּבְ ָדא ְדּחוֹל
______________________________________________________
2. Give an example of "community needs" according to  ַרב ִח ְס ָדּא.
______________________________________________________
3. What would  אַ בָּ א ָשׁאוּל בֶּ ן בָּ ְטנִיתdo at night so he would have more
time to be in the study hall by day?
______________________________________________________

Across

Down

2. "Set aside"
4. Weekday activity
5. _____עֵ רּוב

1. Born
3. Festival

