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Since food preparation is allowed on o
o120 (Festivals) if one wants

fresh meat, he may slaughter

an animal. Before the days of
refrigeration, animals often

were slaughtered the same day

they were eaten.

May a knife be sharpe-

ned on a Festival to use

to slaughter an ani-

mal? The nyvn says

no. Sharpening a

knife repairs it and

repairing is a forbidd-

en activity on Fes-

tivals. Only forbid-

den activities done

directly to the food

(like slaughtering an

animal) may be

done on a Festival.

Since sharpening a knife is not done directly to
the food, it may not be done on a Festival.

But there are exceptions. For example, x»n 17
allows a knife to be sharpened on a wooden
sharpening board. Since wooden sharpening
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But there are exceptions. For example, x3n 27

allows a knife to be
sharpened on a wooden
sharpening board. Since wooden
sharpening boards do not sharpen
knives very well, the knife is not
really being repaired on the
wooden board. Similarly, the nyvn
permits knives to be sharpened by
scraping them against each other.

q©» 27 says a dull knife
may only be sharpened if it
can still cut with difficulty. If
the knife is so dull it cannot cut
at all, then sharpening it would
require a lot of work and working
too hard is not allowed on a
Festival.

Did You Know...

When &N 1172 N1 would send
meat to his house, he \{vas .
concernedthemeatm;‘g\':.tmeat o
i i -koshe .
switched with non >
would therefore cut the ka§hgmrri\\3
i ieces SO NIS
into triangular piece Y
ize that the meat w
would recognize
kosher. This may also be done on a

Festival.
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the meal was dessert. That was his siblings' favorite
part too. At the end of the meal when the cookies
were placed in the middle of the table, Simon knew
he had to "stake his claim" or forever lose his cookie
forever.

A-NYTHN-Moment
As is the case with many Rids, Simon's favoritm

Too bad tonight Simon was a little late returning to
the table for dessert. His heart sank when he saw the
cookie plate was empty. Then he felt the anger
burning inside him. There were enough cookies for all
his siblings. How dare someone take an extra cookie!

"Alright, who took my cookie?!" demanded Simon.

"l did," whispered little Miryam, who was five years
younger than Simon.

Just as Simon was about to fly into a rage at his little
sister, his father stopped him.

"The x712) says seven pieces of fish were placed on the
table of »a7's house," Simon's father began. " n »27
took five and »272 iynY »27 took only two.
Nevertheless, ¥a12 yiynY »a7 was not upset by this
because he and x> »27 were friends. In five years
from now, or even in five days from now, are you
really going to care your little sister took an extra
cookie?"

\WHICH ONE POESN 7 BELONG? WHY?

« Scraping knives together, wooden-sharpening board, regular
sharpening stone

« Cutting meat in triangles, weighing meat in a scale, weighing
meat by hand

« Trapping, Slaughtering, Sharpening a knife
« Sharp knife, Completely dull knife, Normal dull knife

« 7734 in the name of Y0¥, XPN 19, 991 a4

On the Sabbath and Festivals, we may not
perform activities that are too "weekdayish,"
that is, that look too much like an activity done
on a weekday.

For example, butchers sell meat by its weight.
Let's say someone wants to get meat from a
butcher on a Festival. The butcher may not
weigh the meat using a scale with regular
weights. This is too much of a weekday activity.

The Sages are so strict about using a scale on
Festivals that they ruled meat may not be placed
on a scale even to guard it against being eaten
by mice. After all, someone might see the meat
and think it was being put on the scale to be
weighed.

N7 27 says in the name of bSzmne that a
skilled butcher may not even weigh meat by
taking the meat in one hand and a weight in the
other. Since this is a normal way for an
experienced butcher to weigh meat during a
normal weekday, it is not allowed on Festivals.

Review Questions — N'D QT nxa

1. According to 991> 17, what sort of knife can be sharpened on a
Festival?
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2. Give an example from today's X193 of a "weekdayish" activity.

3. How did §)»M 27 92 nN27 show that the meat he sent home was
kosher?




