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Wanderings of the Jewish People in the Sinai Desert
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6.3

Antiquities of the Jews (Josephus Flavius), book 3, chapter 5

Moses called the multitude together, and told them that he was going from them unto mount Sinai
to converse with God; to receive from him, and to bring back with him, a certain oracle; but he
enjoined them to pitch their tents near the mountain, and prefer the habitation that was nearest to
God, before one more remote. When he had said this, he ascended up to Mount Sinai, which is
the highest of all the mountainsthat arein that country and is not only very difficult to be
ascended by men, on account of its vast altitude, but because of the sharpness of its precipices
also; nay, indeed, it cannot be looked at without pain of the eyes: and besides this, it wasterrible
and inaccessible, on account of the rumor that passed about, that God dwelt there.



