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Everything in the human body has limits. Eyes can only see for a certain distance. Ears can 

only hear sound of a certain volume and pitch, and the human mind cannot understand 

everything. 

The מִשְׁנָה says there are four things one should not investigate. We are told that whoever 

looks into these matters has no respect for the honor of his Creator. In fact, the מִשְׁנָה says if 

someone investigates these four things…it would have been better for him not to have been 

born! 

1) What is above and 2) what is below. This means what is above and below the heads of 

the חַיּוֹת angels. 

3) What is before and 4) what is after. That is, what is before the eastern border of the 

universe and what is beyond the western border. 

The Torah says, " ר רִאשֹׁׁנִים לְיָמִים נָא שְׁאַל כִי   הָיוּ אֲשֶׁׁ
ר הַיּוֹׁם לְמִן לְפָנֶׁיךָ ץ עַל אָדָם יםקִ אֱלֹ בָרָא אֲשֶׁׁ  וּלְמִקְצֵה הָאָרֶׁ

הַשָמָיִם קְצֵה וְעַד הַשָמַיִם  " "When you ask now about 

the first days that were before you, from the day 

when Hashem created Man on the earth and from 

one edge of the heaven and until the edge of haven" 

 .(Deut. 4,32 ,דברים ד,לב)

We see from here we are supposed to ask only 

of "the first days," not about what is before the 

creation of the universe. 



"Look!" exclaimed Jared. "A chocolate bar on the cafeteria 
table! Finders keepers." 

"How do you know it doesn't belong to someone?" asked 
Jared's friend. "It's lunch time. Someone's probably coming 
back for it." 

"Well, I saw it and I'm keeping it," said Jared. 

"The גְּמָרָא warns us against this; it says that people tend to 
be lenient when it comes to stealing and try to find reasons 
to permit it. We should be aware of this and be extra 
careful to not take things that aren't ours." 

"Look!" explained Jared. "A chocolate bar on the cafeteria 
table! Finders keepers." 

"How do you know it doesn't belong to someone?" asked 
Jared's friend. "It's lunch time. Someone's probably coming 
back for it." 

"Well, I saw it and I'm keeping it," said Jared. 

"The גְּמָרָא warns us against this; it says that people tend to 
be lenient when it comes to stealing and try to find reasons 
to permit it. We should be aware of this and be extra 
careful to not take things that aren't ours."
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A מִקְוֶה is a ritual bath used to purify people 

and utensils. When the Torah commands 

someone who is טָמֵא (impure) to purify 

himself in the ִִקְוֶהמ , it says he must wash 

himself "in the water." "The" water means 

that מִקְוֶה water is different from an 

ordinary pool of water. A מִקְוֶה's waters 

must be gathered naturally, for example, 

from rain runoff. 

A מִקְוֶה must contain at least forty סְאָה of 

water (about 76 gallons, or 328 liters). How 

do we know that this much water is needed? 

The Torah states that a טָמֵא person must 

wash "all his flesh" in the מִקְוֶה waters. We 

see that the מִקְוֶה must be big enough to 

contain "all his flesh," that is, his entire 

body. A human body is, basically speaking, 

one אַמָה (cubit) wide, by one אַמָה thick by 

three אַמוֹת tall (an אַמָה is about 21.25 

inches or 54 centimeters). This means the 

human body contains three cubic אַמוֹת. 

Three cubic אַמוֹת hold 40 ְִאָהס  of water. 
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Use the boxes to copy the picture 

    

    

    

    

 

Review Questions – חֲגִיגָה 
ף  י"אדַּ  
 

1. Give an example of a subject one 

shouldn't investigate. 

_________________________________ 

2. What is the proper measure of a מִקְוֶה? 

_________________________________ 

3. What are non-Jews also warned 

against? 

_________________________________ 


